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OEB Policy Initiatives

1. Benefit Cost Analysis (BCA) for DERs

2. Framework for Energy Innovation (FEI)

3. DER Connections Review and Electric Vehicle (EV) 
Integration

4. Regional Planning Process Review (RPPR) 

5. Energy Transition Project Hub
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BCA Objectives and Framework
Policy Objectives

Requires electricity distributors to:
• Consider DERs/Non-Wires Alternatives 

(NWA) as part of distribution system 
planning and other regulatory filings.

• Conduct a BCA to determine whether a 
DER is the optimal approach to meeting a 
system need (symmetrical treatment of 
traditional and NWA solutions).

• Provide rationale for situations where 
DER solutions are not considered or 
where a BCA was not conducted (e.g., not 
a technically viable DER solution).

BCA Framework

Developed in two phases:

• Phase One – Development of 
(1) a Distribution System Test 
focused on distribution-level 
impacts, and (2) a simplified 
Energy System Test (EST) that 
considers 
generation/transmission 
impacts.

• Phase Two – Refine some of 
the EST inputs and 
possibly consider social 
impacts
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BCA Framework: Eliciting Feedback

October 2023

Project
Plan

Outline project plan to 
develop Phase One of 
the BCA  Framework

Obtain written 
stakeholder  feedback on 

Project Plan &
approach

December  2023

Draft BCA 
Feedback

Seek feedback on 
draft Phase One BCA 

Framework

Obtain written 
stakeholder
feedback

March  2024

Final
Presentation

Walkthrough of 
finalized Phase One 

BCA Framework

Phase One BCA 
Framework
published

https://www.oeb.ca/consultations-and-projects/policy-initiatives-and-consultations/benefit-cost-analysis-framework
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FEI: Additional Guidance

The OEB Report on FEI sets expectations for distributors to consider DER integration in 
distribution system planning and using NWAs for meeting system needs.
The OEB has provided additional guidance to support distributors in meeting these expectations.

Additional Guidance

Capital funding requests in October,10 2023: letter confirmed the OEB would consider between rebasings for applications but must be related to urgent needs and demonstrate distributors on Custom inability to reprioritize capital plans to accommodate investments.Incentive Rate-Setting

November 22, 2023: webinar on examples of proposals for third-party Proposals for DER incentives to demonstrate how to meet the information and third-party analysis requirements set out in the Filing Guidelines for Third-Party 
DER IncentivesDER Incentives .

https://engagewithus.oeb.ca/26644/widgets/108718/documents/96886
https://engagewithus.oeb.ca/26644/widgets/108718/documents/115860
https://www.oeb.ca/regulatory-rules-and-documents/rules-codes-and-requirements/filing-guidelines-third-party-ders
https://www.oeb.ca/regulatory-rules-and-documents/rules-codes-and-requirements/filing-guidelines-third-party-ders
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DER Connections Review and EV Integration
Objectives 

DER Connections Address DER connection barriers and standardize/improve the connection 
Review process; broadened in 2023 to consider EV charger connections.

EV Integration (EVI) Facilitate the efficient integration of EVs into the electricity system.

Updates as of November 2023

Held stakeholder engagement on EV Delivery Rates 
Report and received written feedback on alternative 

rates explored.

Bulletin on residential customer connections & 
service upgrades which provides staff guidance on 
basic connection requirements/costs for residential 

customers.

Letter on system investments for EVI summarizing
available OEB guidance/resources supporting EV 

integration in distribution system planning.

DER Connections Review expanded to consider 
system readiness for demand from EV charging.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiGi7Dtx56CAxWzFjQIHQ1BA5AQFnoECBQQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oeb.ca%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FOEBLtr-System-Investments-for-EV-Integration-20230828.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2Dpgg5p2Otq3_mBcmM6hsM&opi=89978449
https://www.oeb.ca/sites/default/files/OEB-Staff-Bulletin-Residential-Customer-Connections-20230824.pdf
https://www.oeb.ca/sites/default/files/OEB-Staff-Bulletin-Residential-Customer-Connections-20230824.pdf
https://www.rds.oeb.ca/CMWebDrawer/Record/785404/File/document
https://www.rds.oeb.ca/CMWebDrawer/Record/785404/File/document
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Regional Planning Process Review (RPPR)
Dec
2020

RPPR initiated to 
improve the efficiency 
and effectiveness of 
the regional planning 

process

Dec
2021

The Regional Planning 
Process Advisory Group

(RPPAG) provided 
recommendations in its 

Report to the OEB

Apr
2022

OEB letter 
announcing its 

implementation plan in 
response to RPPAG
recommendations

Aug
2023

RPPR 
Complete: final 

document in 
implementation 

plan issued

Overview of Outcomes

10 documents were amended or created to improve the regional planning process, 
including OEB endorsement of the RPPAG developed Load Forecast Guideline for 
Ontario and Municipal Information Document.

Consult the RPPR Overview of Outcomes placemat for a summary of the 10 
documents and a link to each. 

https://www.oeb.ca/sites/default/files/Load-Forecast-Guidance-Document-RPPAG-20221013.pdf
https://www.oeb.ca/sites/default/files/Load-Forecast-Guidance-Document-RPPAG-20221013.pdf
https://www.oeb.ca/sites/default/files/RPPAG-Municipal-Information-Document-20221202.pdf
https://www.oeb.ca/sites/default/files/Regional-Planning-Process-Review-Overview-of-Outcomes-20231005.pdf
https://www.oeb.ca/sites/default/files/RPPAG-Report-to-the-OEB-20211220.pdf
https://www.oeb.ca/sites/default/files/OEBLtr-RPPAG-Response-to-Recommendations-20220428.pdf
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Energy Transition Project Hub

The Energy Transition Project Hub is 
a “one-stop shop” for stakeholders 
to learn about the OEB’s work to 
support the transition. 

The Hub features: 

Policy Initiatives & Consultations
(e.g., EV Integration, DER 
Connections Review)

Collaborative Activities related to 
the Energy Transition (e.g., 
OEB/IESO Joint Targeted Call for 
Innovative Pilot Projects)

https://engagewithus.oeb.ca/hub-page/energy-transition-hub


9

Thank You
oeb.ca
1.877.632.2727
publicinformation@oeb.ca
industryrelations@oeb.ca

@OntEnergyBoard

linkedin.com/company/ontario-energy-board

mailto:publicinformation@oeb.ca
mailto:industryrelations@oeb.ca
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